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7] | ~- : . by Gavin Medd-Halll from 
Welcome HMP Coldingley — 


Welcome to the latest edition of the Animal Rights Prisoner 
Support (ARPS) Newsletter, which keeps you in touch with AR 
Prisoners of Conscience. 


The state would prefer all AR prisoners to be viewed as mere 
‘criminals’, but we at ARPS and in the wider community know 
better than that. 


If all was as just and fair as our politicians would have us all 
believe, then these individuals would not have been compelled 
to act in whatever way they did and find themselves locked 
away. 


Thus the role of ARPS is simple - it is to ensure that once AR 
prisoners enter the penal system they are not forgotten. 
What we do not do is to get involved with the prisons 
themselves. There are always going to be issues surrounding 
vegans in prison, liaising with kitchens, appropriate toiletries 
etc. This vital area of prisoner support work is still being 
undertaken by the VPSG (www.vpsg.org). 


What we do is to wholeheartedly encourage all supporters and 
sympathizers to drop prisoners a line as often as possible, 
whether it be a card on a birthday or Christmas, or a letter 
letting them know what is going on in their own lives. It does not 
matter how long or short. Remember, it’s good to talk! 


ARPS 


Animal Rights Prisoner Support (ARPS) is a voluntary group 
which supports those campaigners who, as a result of their 
efforts to prevent innocent animals being caged, abused 
and killed, are themselves jailed because of their selfless 
acts on behalf of those who cannot speak up for themselves. 


We live in a world where profit and property are valued over life 
and compassion, where those who try to stop suffering are seen 
as criminals and terrorists because they threaten the economic 
system and the status quo. As long as this continues to be the 
case, it is vital we support those activists who make the ultimate 
sacrifice. 


Once in prison they are often isolated, separated from family and 
friends and from other campaigners. This is a calculated part of 
the process of imprisonment, intended to be a punishment, and 
a deterrent to others. Yet these are good people who have acted 
out of compassion rather than for their own personal gain. 


ARPS supports the prisoners in various ways. Our main aim is 
to break through this isolation and provide the prisoners with 
support, both morally and practically, keeping them in touch with 
the outside world and enabling them to continue to be a valuable 
part of the movement. 


We have a regular newsletter, a website and social networking 
site where we publicise the plight of the prisoners, publish their 
prison addresses and encourage supporters and sympathisers 
from around the world to write them letters and cards, and let 
them know they are not forgotten. This is essential for the upkeep 
of the prisoners’ morale and keeping them in touch with what is 
going on in the outside world. 


We also publish letters, articles and news directly from the 
prisoners, in the newsletter and on the internet, providing the 
prisoners with a forum to share their news, thoughts, views and 
feelings with the rest of the compassionate community, and 
giving supporters and friends an invaluable insight into what life 
is like for animal rights prisoners. 
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We are in regular contact with the prisoners and friends, and 
endeavour to support them in various practical ways and look 
after their interests in whatever way we can. 


What You Can Do 


Write to the prisoners. Visit our website, contact us or 
subscribe to our newsletter for details of addresses, and 
what you should and shouldn't write to prisoners. 


Subscribe to our quarterly newsletter. Send your name, 
address and cheque/PO for £10 (donation towards costs), 
payable to “ARPS” to: 


ARPS, PO Box 2174, Leigh-On-Sea, Essex SS9 0AZ 


Donate. In order to support the prisoners, we rely on 
support from other campaigners. ARPS is made up entirely 
of unpaid volunteers. All donations will be used to fund our 
important work on behalf of the prisoners. Cheques/POs, 
payable to “ARPS” can be sent to the address above, or 
contact us for other ways you can help. You can also pay 
regular donations by Standing Order (see page 11). 


Jonny Ablewhite (TB4885) - Birthday: 
27 Jan 

HMP Hewell, Hewell Lane, Redditch, 
Worcestershire, B97 6QS. 

Jonny has been inside since September 
2005 and is serving 12 years for 
conspiracy to blackmail the owners who 
ran Newchurch guinea pig farm, which 
has now closed down. 

What you can send: SAEs; cheques or 
postal orders made out to ‘HM Prisons’. 
Please write Jonny’s name/number and 
sender details on reverse. 

Support Page: www.myspace.com/ve- 
gandia 

Kerry Whitburn (TB4886) - Birthday: 18 
April 

HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham NG14 7DA 

Kerry has been inside since September 
2005 and is serving 12 years for 
conspiracy to blackmail the owners who 
ran Newchurch guinea pig farm, which 
has now closed down. 

What you can send: Stamps. Cheques 
or postal orders made out to ‘HMP 
Lowdham Grange’. Please write Kerry’s 
name/number and sender details on 
reverse. Will not accept writing paper or 
packs of envelopes. 


Mel Broughton (A3892AE) - Birthday: 

5 Jul 

HMP Frankland, Brasside, Durham, 
County Durham DH1 5YD 

Mel was remanded on 14th December 
2007 and was sentenced on the 13th 
February 2009 to 10 years for alleged 
offences against Oxford University animal 
experiment lab. 

What you can send: Postal Orders made 
out on front to ‘HMPS’. Please write Mel’s 
name/number and sender details on 
reverse. 

Support Page: www.myspace.com/ 
supportmel 


Gregg Avery (TA7450) - Birthday: 5 Dec 
HMP Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, 
Bisley, Woking, Surrey GU24 9EX 

In January 2009 Gregg was sentenced 
to 9 years for offences in connection with 
the SHAC campaign. 

What you can send: stamps (12 in letter); 
SAEs, cheques/postal orders made out 
to ‘HMP Headquarters’. Please write 
Gregg’s name/number and sender 
details on reverse. Support Page: 
www.myspace.com/supportgregg 


Write to UK ar prisoners via e-mail: 


It is now 
possible to 
write to many 
prisoners in 

the UK via the 
“emailaprisoner” 
service for 

just 25p per 
letter; cheaper, 
quicker and more 
convenient than conventional mail. Most 


UK prisone rs (Updated 03.12.2009) 


Natasha Avery (A5180AD) - Birthday: 28 
Dec 

HMP Send, Ripley Road, Woking, Surrey 
GU23 7LJ. 

In January 2009 Natasha was sentenced 
to 9 years for offences in connection with 
the SHAC campaign. 

What you can send: Cheques/postal 
orders made out to ‘The Governor’ or 
‘HMP Send’. Please write Natasha's 
name/number and sender details 

on reverse. Stamps and an SAE. 

Also stationery and blank cards, but 

no Birthday, Anniversary cards, etc. 
Support Page: www.myspace.com/ 
supportnatasha 


Gavin Medd-Hall (WV9475) - Birthday: 
20 March 

HMP Coldingley, Shaftesbury Road, 
Bisley, Woking, Surrey GU24 9EX 

In January 2009 Gavin was sentenced 

to 8 years for offences in connection with 
the SHAC campaign. 

What you can send: stamps (12 in letter); 
SAEs, cheques/postal orders made out 
to ‘HMP Headquarters’. Please write 
Gavin’s name/number and sender details 
on reverse. 

Support Page: 
www.myspace.com/supportgavin 


Dan Amos (VN7818) - Birthday: 19 Nov 
HMP Guys Marsh, Shaftesbury, Dorset 
SP7 OAH 

In January 2009 Dan was sentenced to 4 
years for offences in connection with the 
SHAC campaign. 

What you can send: Postal orders made 
out to ‘HMPS’. Please write Dan’s name/ 
number and sender details on reverse, 
together with a return address. 

Support Page: www.myspace.com/ 
supportdan 


Heather Nicholson (VM4859) - Birthday: 
30 Jan 

HMP Foston Hall, Foston, Derby, 
Derbyshire DE65 5DN 

In January 2009 Heather was sentenced 
to 11 years for offences in connection 
with the SHAC campaign. 

What you can send: Cheques/postal 
orders made out to ‘The Governor’, 
Please write Heather’s name/number 
and sender details on reverse. Stamps 
& an SAE. Also stationery. Support 
Website: 
www.myspace.com/supportheather 


UK prisons are either part of the scheme 
or are set to join in the near future. 

It’s a really great way to keep our 
comrades in touch with the outside world. 
For example, if you see some news 
online or in an email, you can just copy 
and paste it into an email and send it 
directly to the prisoner, with some news 
of your own perhaps. Or why not put a 
few stories and some news together, as 
you get 2,500 characters per email. 


Nicole Vosper (VM9385) - Birthday: 15 
Feb 

HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Road, 
Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 3JZ 

Nicole pleaded guilty on 16th March 2009 
to 4 charges in connection with the SHAC 
campaign and was remanded in custody. 
What you can send: Cheques/postal 
orders made out to ‘The Governor’. 
Books, stationery, stamps; an SAE. 
Please write Nicole’s name/number and 
sender details on reverse. 

Support Website: 
www.myspace.com/vegannicole 


Sarah Whitehead (VM7684) - Birthday: 
12 Feb 

HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Road, 
Ashford, Middx. TW15 3JZ 

Sarah was sentenced on the 30th June 
2008 to two years for removing a beagle 
from a garden where he was kept 
muzzled in a wooden cage and regularly 
beaten. She is also awaiting trial charged 
with offences in connection with the 
SHAC campaign. What you can send: 
Cheques/postal orders made out to ‘The 
Governor’. Books, stationery, stamps; an 
SAE. Please write Sarah’s name/number 
and sender details on reverse. 

Support Website: 
www.myspace.com/supportsarah 


Dan Wadham (A5705AA) - Birthday: 3 
Feb 

HMP Camp Hill, Newport, Isle of Wight 
PO30 5PB 

In January 2009 Dan was sentenced to 5 
years for offences in connection with the 
SHAC campaign. 

What you can send: Cheques and postal 
orders made out to ‘HMPS’. Please write 
Dan’s name/number and sender details 
on reverse. 

Support Website: 
www.myspace.com/supportdanwadham 


eee eee eee eee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee ee 


Please send SAEs when you write. 
Also please do not mention anything : 
sensitive or illegal as all mail will be 
read by prison staff. 


eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee eee ee 


These prisoners can already receive 
e-mails: 

Dan Amos (HMP Guys Marsh), Natasha 
Avery (HMP Send), Nicole Vosper and 
Sarah Whitehead (HMP Bronzefield), 
Kerry Whitburn (HMP Lowdham 
Grange). 

Dan Wadham (Camp Hill, will be 
available “soon’). 

For more details see: 
http://www.emailaprisoner.com 


Gregg Avery’s letter 05.11.09 


Well, time marches on. I’m in my 
tenth month here, and over 2 ’% years 
overall. | Know Christmas will have 
come and gone in the blink of an eye 
too. 


Amemorable line in the film “The 
Shawshank Redemption” sums up 
prison life for me; when he says (of 
being in jail) “you either get busy living 
or get busy dying”. 


In jail | act just as | do outside, having a 
keen interest in what’s going on in the 
world, getting as much fresh air and 
exercise as possible, and keeping the 
same interests as before. Amazingly 
here only about 10% of the population 
go out for exercise (walking) in the 
fresh air, instead they just stagnate 

and take drugs on the wings, what 
madness. 


As for my fitness, I’m really smashing 
my running times and can now do 1.5 
miles in under 9 minutes; 3 miles in 
18:38; 4 miles in 26: 26 and 5 miles 
in 33:53 and by the time you read this 
they will probably have come down 
even further. | also do quite a lot of 
circuits. 


The food standard here has remained 
constantly good with fresh salads 6 
days a week which also helps with my 
fitness. | always explain to people it’s 
vegan power. 


| would join the vegan runners when | 
get out, but | don’t suppose they’d be 
too chuffed with all the cops running 
along behind; still, with the Keystone 
Cops chugging along behind, people 
would think it was a charity fun run. 


Some of you may be wondering 

why there is a new group and what’s 
happened to the VPSG. Simple, the 
VPSG are working harder than ever 
and the formation of ARPS has freed 
up more time for the VPSG to do 
what they were formed for - to deal 
directly with the prisons, and us vegan 
prisoners. The results aren’t abstract, 


Natasha Avery’s letter 29.10.09 


they are real and | see the VPSG’s 
hard work at every meal time and every 
week when | get my canteen sheet. 
(Nuttolene added next week)! So 
please continue to support them. 

In the 14+ years I’ve dealt with the 
VPSG | can honestly say they are 
working harder and making more 
progress than ever........ 


The centre of my universe as always, 
is my beautiful, brilliant wife Natasha. 
Living for me is always centred around 
her, her love, her strength and her 
inspiration. I’ve lost count of the times 
I've kept myself going whilst running, 
by thinking “come on, let’s speed 

up so | can tell Natasha later.” I’ve 

got a photo at home of her doing an 
impression of a tiger waiting to pounce 
on me (scary is not the word!) and 

the thought of that look makes me go 
faster too (So would you, if you saw 
it!). She is on my mind every second 
of every day and | miss her so much. 
You'd think we were after a record as 
I’m on letter number 2,080 to her. 


Thanks for all your letters and support, 
they mean the world to us all. Like the 
saying goes “A movement that forgets 
its prisoners is a movement that’s lost.” 


Lots of love Gregg xx 
P.S. Am | the only one who doesn't 


have a clue what Jonny is talking 
about? Ha ha... 


Hi everybody, 


First of all | just want to say that 
everyone’s support has been 
absolutely amazing. | adore mail times 
and everyone always comments on 
the big piles of post | get. Thank you 
too to everyone who visits. It is such a 
joy to sit down for an hour and a half 
with friends, to laugh, hear all the news 
and talk about what’s going on in the 
world. Thanks to everyone who sends 
stamps, stationery, books, cards, 
money and computer research, and 
the people who contribute to our dogs’ 
upkeep. You make us all feel 100% 
supported and cared for. To those 

of you we mither with requests and 
shopping orders, you go way beyond 
the call of duty and we love you! A 


special Christmas mention to George 
and Shirley who have got all our dogs, 
look after them so brilliantly and keep 
us constantly updated with photos and 
news: thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts. 


I’m blissfully happy working in the 
gardens here and doing lots of 
exercise, including 5 or 6 mile runs 
every week. Those of you who run 
regularly will know how amazingly 
laid back and relaxed it makes you 
feel. Lots of exercise has definitely 
contributed to me sailing through this 
sentence. | can’t wait to run outside 
in the forest with Gregg and the dogs 
again. Treadmills don’t come close - | 
long to be covered in mud! 


Since the last ARPS newsletter, I’ve 
had 2 visits with Gregg, the 1st one, me 
going there, was a complete shambles 
and to cut a long story short, we didn’t 
get there till 3:30, when their visits were 
due to end at 4. They let us stay a bit 
longer but it was rather fraught, though 
it was still so amazing to be together. 
As soon as they took the handcuffs off 
when we got there and let me through 
the door, | ran across the visits room to 
him - eh, it was like something out of 
one of them romantic films! 


The second time | was going to work 
when a guard said | had a visit. | was 
surprised as you usually get a slip 
under your door telling you you've got 
a visit unless it’s a private detective - 
yes we've had one of those in since 


the last newsletter too! He came to 
serve us with a Scottish injunction from 
Fidelity Investments - as if a 9 year 
prison sentence and indefinite ASBOs 
isn’t enough! Funnily enough | didn’t 
feel like going on a visit with him so he 
had a wasted journey! | went up to the 
visits hall and Gregg was there. It was 
a complete surprise and just the most 
brilliant visit in every way, so loving, 
great fun and also an opportunity to 
talk about important things like where 
on Earth we are going to live when we 
get out! He looked incredibly fit and 
healthy and is as strong as ever. I’ve 
seen prison smash so many people’s 
relationships to pieces, but with Gregg 
and me all they have achieved is to 
make us love each other even more. 
He is such an inspiration to me and 
the source of so much strength, and | 
can’t wait to be back with him where | 
belong. 


He and | reached our FLED date on 
2nd November this year, 2 years before 
our release date and the date where 
technically you’re meant to be able to 
go out for the day locally with friends, 
go away for the weekends and work in 
the community. Guess what though? 
Neither of us has been cleared yet 

- now there’s a surprise. We will of 
course do all we can to ensure we are 
treated the same as other prisoners 
though we biatantly aren’t. None of this 
comes as any surprise and I’m sure it 
won't to you either. Caring for animals 
and fighting to stop their suffering 
seems to be the greatest crime going 
in these people’s books. 


Everyone is always amazed at the 
sentences we got. Gregg and | got 9 
years and were told by the judge that 
if we hadn't gone guilty, we’d have 
got 14 years, the maximum sentence 
for blackmail. Heather got 11 years, 


Gavin 8. | constantly see cases in the 
media of violent assaults and child 
abuse where people get less than we 
did. The government’s support of HLS 
was undoubtedly a factor, bearing in 
mind they are the lab’s bankers and 
insurers to this day because no bank or 
insurance company in the world will do 
business with them. The 40 companies 
in our case claimed they had lost 12.8 
million pounds in criminal damage and 
security costs because of the SHAC 
and ALF campaigns against them, and 
the police operation apparently cost 4 
million pounds. In a day and age where 
big business rules and money is more 
important than anything else, these 
sums were definitely taken into account 
when we were sentenced. 


These people operate under a premise 
which many people, thank goodness, 
refuse to accept, that Nature with all its 
wonders and wildernesses is there to 
exploit and destroy as they see fit. Look 
at the Yangtze dolphin and so many 
other creatures driven to extinction, 
and the Brazilian government prepared 
to sell off 75% of the rainforest and 
wipe out the indigenous populations 
who live there. No-one gave these 
people the right to abuse the world for 
their own profit and greed. 


My fellow prisoners and all of you out 
there who fight for the animals are 

the kindest and most compassionate 
people | have ever met. We are all 
driven by deep caring for the animals 
and horror at the abuse they are forced 
to endure. Look at the jobs people 
now in prison have done: Sarah was 

a geriatric nurse for 30 years and 
Heather was a riding instructor for the 
disabled. It says it all: decent, caring, 
compassionate human beings who 
care about animals and people too. | 
have seen them and the others moved 


to tears at the horrors inflicted on 
animals, horrors that will haunt every 
single one of us in this movement until 
the day we die. 


We are all locked up, yet those who 
terrify, abuse and murder animals and 
destroy the planet are never held to 
account. | think so often too of activists 
who have paid the greatest price, 
including Mike Hill, Tom Worby and 
Jill Phipps. Were their murderers ever 
bought to justice? No, of course they 
weren't. We as a movement carry on 
their struggle and stand in their place. 
What are a few years in jail compared 
to their deaths? We know that the 
cause that we love and believe in is a 
just one. We will never be broken by 
arrests and prison sentences and our 
spirits are stronger than ever. 


For the animals, lots of love, Natasha 


Natasha receiving her listeners 
certificate at Bronzefield 


Sponsor a Year Appeal 


ANIMALS IN GREECE 
HAVE VERY FEW FRIENDS 
PLEASE HELP US 
TO HELP THEM 


In Natasha’s article for the August 
edition of ARPS newsletter she 
mentioned the SHAC prisoners appeal 
on behalf of Greek Animal Rescue. 
Supporters were asked to sponsor 
GAR a sum for every year the 
prisoners were sentenced, Sponsor A 
Year (SAY Appeal). Natasha’s asked 
for an update to be included. ” 


The appeal has so far raised a 
fantastic sum of £3,452, which has 
been used for the treatment, care, 
blood tests (+ microchip etc, all needed 


for a ‘passport’) and transportation 
(to new homes in UK) of several dogs 
rescued with GAR’s help. 


One such dog was Pluto. He was very 
close to death when he was rescued in 
a forest near Skaramaga (near Athens); 
clearly another ‘discard’ by some 
callous hunter. He was skeletal and had 
open wounds on his stomach and legs. 
Pluto remained at the vets for 3 weeks, 
much of the time on a drip. At last he 
started showing an improvement and 
was moved to kennels near Athens, 


where he has made a full recovery and 
is now a picture of health and likes 
nothing more than to chase/fetch a ball, 
so his future family will have to stock 
up on these to keep him happy. 


A blind English Setter called Sunny is 
another dog who has been sponsored 
with the funds raised with SAY appeal, 
and there’s also Lizzy, another skeletal 
dog; she had on her body & head 
thousands of ticks & later had to be 
treated for chronic anaemia, tick-borne 
diseases etc. 


All 3 of the above mentioned dogs look 
brilliant now — very happy & healthy 
and awaiting new homes, thanks 

to all of the generous people who 
contributed to the SAY appeal. 


Greek Animal Rescue, 69 Great North 
Way, Hendon, London NW4 1PT 
www.greekanimalrescue.com 
info@greekanimalrescue.com 

(0)20 8203 1956 


Gavin Medd-Hall’s letter 13.11.09 


Dear All, 


Life continues to go 


Sadly there are no tales of daring roof 
top protests or the like to recount this 
time, the lags are behaving themselves 
- well, sort of! Coldingley is very similar 
in appearance to a South London 
Council Estate where | come from. 
Croydon is surrounded by such estates, 
so it is all very familiar looking, though 

| don’t believe any of them have a free 
gym and food give-away! 


For those of you following my ‘glittering’ 
literary career - okay it’s only AS level 
but better than my grade 4 CSE at 
school! | have now read Oscar Wilde’s 
‘A woman of no importance’. More 
difficult to read a play than a novel as it 
contains just speech, no description. It 
would have been better if we could have 
gone to see the play, but there was a 
concern that we might do a runner, as if! 


Anyway, my second essay is now in and 
we are embarking on poetry now. It will 
be interesting; as I’m sure | managed to 
successfully miss any poetry at school! 


For those of you interested in how 
prisons run, ‘stumble along’ would be 


more accurate. Here is a typical example 
of arbitrary rule changes, which occur 
regularly with no forethought given to 
the consequences. Up until recently, we 
have been able to have books handed 
in on visits but of course it would be 
easier for all concerned to order direct 
from say ‘Amazon,’ and have it delivered 
directly but that would mean using a 
logical and sensible approach! Anyway 
this procedure was, without notice or 
reason, stopped; so one has to put in an 
application to find out how one obtains 
books. The answer comes back that 

the Library and Education Department 
will now order books to be paid for by 
lags so one contacts both of these 
departments. Of course this is the first 
time they have heard about it and in any 
case it is simply not possible for them to 
do this, so we either wait for them to sort 
it out between themselves or add to the 
Legal Aid budget by instructing solicitors 
to jolly the whole thing along. 


| am sure it is not yet government 
policy to ban books in prison, though 

in fairness | do have to congratulate 
security for having some fashion sense. 
They have successfully intercepted a 
pair of cords destined for Gregg. The 
reason given was that they were too 
black looking, the label said ‘Navy’ but 

| think it was because they were cords!" 
Well done all concerned. 


Now we are in the run up to Christmas 
(no shopping or stalls for me, excellent). 
It reminds me of last year and happy 


days spent in the pubs of Winchester 
(surely you mean paying careful 
attention to court proceedings? Ed.). 


A Christmas fayre had been set up by 
the cathedral complete with ice skating 
rink for those brave enough. One bunch 
of fearless skaters was our very own 
C.P.S. who took the Cops out for a skate 
(a video nasty on YouTube if ever there 
was one) sadly, no sprains or broken 
limbs were reported. (Surely you mean 
thankfully? Ed.). 


The CPS were jolly good like that, they 
even took the judge to lunch. | wouldn't 
have minded but | was never even 
asked! Of course | wouldn’t have gone, 
not wanting to waste the public purse 
further, but it would have been nice to 
have had the opportunity to say “NO”. 
I’m still making excellent use of the gym 
facilities. Normally, after a few months, 

| get bored with the gym, but here there 
are not the usual distractions, so | just 
keep on going! Jan says it has taken 
years off me, can’t be bad, I'll be a 
teenager when | get out! 


I’ve just been told | can go ahead and 
order a ‘talking alarm clock’ from the 
R.N.I.B. Just goes to show security 
aren't all bad, they did stop the infamous 
“Greggy cords” coming in, too! 

On that happy note I'll say bye for 

now, and wish you all a very merry 
Christmas!! 


All the best, Gavin 


Sarah Whitehead’s letter 01.11.09 


“Yo to my Bloods on road - | swear 
down, Bronzefield is bare gas!” 

Okay, enough of prison talk - Hi 
everyone! Nicole and | feel part of the 
furniture now. The only excitement we 
have had recently was being moved 
lock, stock etc. with our thirty eight 
fellow wing inhabitants to another 
houseblock. We all went into exactly 
the same cell numbers but now we are 
one hundred feet nearer to the gym 
and the prison exit! Don’t ask me why 
this manoeuvre was carried out but at 


least it gave prisoners the chance to 
complain (“this cell is dirtier than my 
old one” — well, clean it then). My photo 
gallery on my old cell wall was a work 
of art thanks to all of you sending such 
beautiful animal cards and photos. I’m 
really enjoying putting them all up again. 
Someone came into my cell the other 
day, looked at the wall and said “you’re 
weird” and went out again. Could have 
been worse (if any of you watched Bad 
Girls!!). 


The news is full of the troubles in 
Afghanistan and, as with all reporting 
from war zones and disaster areas, 

my thoughts go to the suffering of the 
animals there. A former Marine has set 
up a charity (www.nowzaddogs.co.uk) to 
rescue dogs in Afghanistan. In a country 
where dog fighting is legal, this group is 
doing amazing work. It’s hard to imagine 
animals standing a chance in countries 


like this where people are denied any 
basic rights, although ironically the 
Taliban banned dog fighting as un- 
Islamic. I’ve just read Malalai Joya’s 
book “Raising My Voice”. She is a 
female Afghan MP fighting corruption in 
the government and putting her life on 


the line daily to help her people. She 
has to stay at a different address every 
night to avoid assassination, but she will 
not be silent and never gives up. As | sit 
in my cell, safe and secure, | think about 
Malalai and all the brave people who 
face adversities we could never imagine 
and | really long to be out there, raising 
my voice for all the animals who have 
no-one to fight for them. Prison life may 
be easy but | never forget how much 
the animals need us and how hard you 
are all fighting and | wish | could be with 
you. 


Since I’ve been in prison, six of my 
dear animals have passed away - my 
five wonderful bunnies and my darling 
old cat, Tilly. They were all unwanted 
and needing shelter when they came 
to me and | can never repay my friends 
who have taken my place and loved 
and cared for those dear souls, and 
who continue to spoil and adore my 
remaining animals - thank you a million 
times. 


I’ve become an Oasis expert as every 
three months | can change my property 
ration and I’m allowed more Oasis CDs. 
It will surprise some of you to know 

| also got a Led Zeppelin CD sent in 
last time! Nicole has gone downhill I’m 
afraid and sings along to JLS, word 
perfect! She also watches The X Factor 
(sorry Nicole, but | did warn you I'd 

tell on you!) and we have indignant 
discussions the morning after someone 
gets booted off the show. If it wasn’t 

for the fact that we can’t phone and 
vote, I’d say she was singlehandedly 
responsible for John and Edward being 
there at all! By the way, if anyone out 
there has any influence, I’m waiting 

for a visit from Dermot O'Leary (I’m 
guessing the VO has got lost in the post 
Dermot??). 


Thank you to every single one of you 
who writes to me. | feel as if | know you 
all personally now. You are all so kind 
and thoughtful. | really have everything 
| need in here (except the keys!) but 
thank you for all the offers of books etc. 
If you really want to do anything, maybe 
you could donate to Tower Hill Stables 
Animal Sanctuary in Essex (www. 
towerhillstables.com). It is run by Fiona 
Oakes, a vegan world class marathon 
runner and amazing fundraiser and she 
really deserves our support. Thank you! 
Take care and keep raising your voices 
for animal liberation everywhere. 

Lots of love, 


Sarah xxx 


Nicole Vosper’s | 


letter 29.10.09 


Hey everyone, 


Everything is much the same here in 
Bronzefield. Sarah is still putting me 
to shame in the gym! We’re doing lots 
of circuits 

and weight 
training, which 
is great fun.. 
I’m still out 
working in 

the gardens, 
getting lots 

of fresh air 
and enjoying 
this beautiful 
autumnal 
climate. I’ve been sneaking out toast 
for the crows and they certainly make a 
racket whenever | forget! 


It looks like Sarah and | will be 

here way into next year, awaiting 
sentencing, so at least | still have the 
pleasure of her company until then. 
We barely knew each other when | first 
came in and now | couldn't imagine life 
without her! 


My permaculture and plant studies are 
going well and | still relish all this time 
to focus and learn. The novelty of not 
worrying about bills or paying the rent 
has still not worn off - saying that, I’d 
rather be out there fighting with you 
guys, in a heartbeat. 


| want to take this opportunity to say 
how brilliant the British AR prisoner 
support movement is, all the work 

of the VPSG and ALFSG and now 
ARPS really is outstanding and | hope 
prisoner solidarity organisers abroad 
can take inspiration from the dedication 
and hard work of all those involved. 


My deepest thanks also to all those 
closest to me - you Know who you are, 
your love and support is more than | 
could ever wish for. Thanks also to all 
you kind people who take the time to 
write, it really means the world: and 

to all of you still kicking ass on the 
outside, keep up the good work. 


Much love to all, 
Until All are free 
Nicole xxx 


Marie Mason 
has just 
started her 
staggering 22- 
year sentence 
for eco- 
sabotage. She 
is currently 
serving the 
longest sentence of any US “Green 
Scare” prisoner. In February 2009 
she was sentenced for two acts of 
property destruction that occurred in 
1999 and 2000. Marie was caught 
when her then-husband, Frank 
Ambrose, turned informant and was 
set to testify against her. (He filed for 
divorce the day she was arrested, 
and he eventually received nine 
years.) Marie ended up taking a 

plea bargain and admitted guilt for 
12 actions; no one was injured or 
killed in any of them. They included 
an ALF-claimed action against a 
chicken farm, and an ELF-claimed 
destruction of a Monsanto-funded 
GMO researcher’s office. 


The prosecution agreed to ask 

for 15-20 years, but the judge — 
apparently enraged by Marie’s 
refusal to name names against 
fellow activists — gave her an even 
longer sentence. After the arrest, 
federal authorities continued to 
harass Marie’s family: they raided 
her mother’s house (where Marie 
had stayed on bond); questioned her 
ex-husband at his workplace; seized 
Marie’s diaries from her daughter; 
and even had Marie’s son arrested 
on spurious charges from years 
ago, when he was a juvenile! (The 
charges were dismissed.) 


Marie is currently imprisoned at 
Waseca, a low-security prison in 
Minnesota, while her lawyer appeals 
her sentence. She is doing relatively 


well and has a job as a guitar 
instructor, which she enjoys very 
much. However, contact with her 
lawyers and others on the outside 
has been very sporadic; mail seems 
to frequently disappear and phone 
calls do not go through. Prison 
officials even banned contact with 
one group of supporters, although 
this was eventually reversed. 
Additionally, a new program has been 
implemented where Marie can only 
write to a pre-approved list of 100 
people (although she still can receive 
letters from anyone). The prison has 
also notified her that she will not be 
allowed to use the new email system. 


Her food situation is turning dire, 
however. The prison has refused 
Marie’s request for vegan food; 
therefore she has been buying 
additional food from the commissary. 
However, there was too much money 
in her commissary account and 
therefore a monthly amount has 
been garnished (Marie must pay 
court-ordered restitution). This has 
created a vicious cycle: the prison 
system is refusing to provide her with 
vegan food, forcing her to buy food 
from the commissary; but because 
there is money in her commissary 
account to buy the food, they are 
punishing her for it. At this juncture, 
she wants supporters to be aware 

of the situation, but NOT to take any 
action. We also ask that supporters 
do not place money directly in her 
commissary account, but rather 
provide any funds directly to her 
family. 


Additional information is available at 
www.supportmariemason.org. 


Donations can be sent directly to 
her family (Karin Mason, PO Box 
352, Stanwood, MI 49346). And 


please write to Marie! Marie Mason 
#04672-061, FCl Waseca, Federal 
Correctional Institution, P.O. Box 
1731, Waseca, MN 56093. 


Marie Mason 


You can buy individual copies 
through Little Black Cart 

If you would like multiple copies 

for an infoshop, benefit or tabling, 
contact us at supportmariemason@ 
gmail.com and we will make 
arrangements. 

This music CD is a 2008 benefit 
re-release of Marie Mason’s Not For 
Profit, originally released in 1999. 

A classic anarchist neo-folk record, 
these eight songs feature Marie 
(accompanied by guitarist and Earth 
First! activist Darryl Cherney) singing 
against the destruction of the earth 
and the oppression of humanity. Now 
in its 3rd re-press! 

NOT FOR PROFIT track listing: 

1. The End of the World 

2. Using You 

3. All Used Up 

4. Take It Down 

5. The Tree 

6. Tienemen Square 

7. The RCP Song 

8. Not For Profit 


http://supportmariemason.org/ 
merchandise/ 


Kerry Whitburn’s letter 13.11.09 


Hello everybody, 


How’s life? | hope you are all fit and 
well in mind, body and spirit. Here | am 
again for another drone! SORRY! But 
before | share my thoughts with you 
all | MUST say a MASSIVE THANK 
YOU to everybody who has been such 
a fantastic support — that’s those of 
you who DO know me and those who 
DON’T — as you are ALL wonderful. | 
know my response time with replies 

to letters makes even George Bush 
look quick — and | apologise sincerely 
for that — but | truly do appreciate 
EVERYBODY who supports me in any 
way. THANK YOU, ALL OF YOU! xx 


Talking of letters, | received one 
recently from a ‘new supporter’, and 
this letter enticed a lengthy period of 
reflection from me. In the letter the 
writer informed me that he’d heard 
“prison was quite easy”, so he just 
wanted to say “hello” as | needed no 
words of a morale boosting nature 
as “animal rights prisoners can do 
prison ‘standing on their heads”. 

Well, so he’d “heard”, anyway! | totally 
accept and understand the writer was 
simply basing his level of support and 
opinions on his interpretation of prison, 
influenced by words he’d read or heard 
from others. | also appreciate the fact 
he’d taken time out to write to me, as | 
do understand life goes on outside, and 
it is a morale boost to receive a letter 


from someone who has thought of 
OU. 

ut my pondering, following 

uch statements about prison 
ritten from hear-say, did make 

e mentally enquire as to the 


nimal rights activists/supporters 
oncerning prison life. Even 
mongst animal rights prisoners 
here are varying opinions; in 

any letters written by a number 
f animal rights prisoners during 
he past few years | have read 

hat “prison is no problem”, or “I 
ould do this twice over and it still 
ould not bother me”, and various 
ther ‘positive’ claims. | have 

ven written similar claims myself, 
reviously, during VERY short 
entences. At THAT time | meant 
— being in prison WAS NOT a 
roblem. But it was such an easy 
laim to make during a four month 
entence, because it was TRUE. 


But the reason there are varying 
opinions concerning prison life, 
amongst various animal rights 
prisoners, is because our experiences 
are VERY different and VERY 
personal to each and every one 

of us. | remember not long after | 
wrote a letter to the ALF-SG, in 2004 
(during the four month sentence) it 
appeared in circulation in the ALF-SG 
magazine. YES, my claim of “prison 
being no problem” was included in 
my then letter. However, in the same 
magazine was a letter from my friend 
Dave Blenkinsop, written during his 
ten YEAR sentence. After reading his 
letter | reflected on just how different 
his situation was to mine; his letter 
was about how lonely and isolated 
prison can make you feel, and how 
sad and dark you can feel, and what 
a vile experience being in prison can 
be. | felt nothing but humility and 
admiration after reading Dave’s letter, 
because it was one of the most honest 
and open and emotionally valid letters 
I’d ever read, written by an animal 
rights prisoner. | also felt a tinge of 
guilt for being slightly insensitive when 
overdosing on bravado, in my own 
letter. 


Now, not for one second am | denying 
that ANYBODY - including animal 
rights prisoners — does find prison life 
easy, or can do it “standing on their 
head”. | witness it in here, on a daily 


eneral feeling or opinion amongst 


basis, where some prisoners truly 
DON’T appear troubled by prison life. 
It isn’t bravado, either, as | do not 
believe ANYBODY can paint a mask 
on EVERY DAY for such long periods 
of time. 


But let’s not be complacent and 
believe that ALL prisoners — including 
animal rights prisoners — find prison 
easy. | have also seen AND heard, on 
a daily basis, EXACTLY how prison 
experiences can affect people. In my 
job as a Buddy/Listener | am fully 
aware of the severe and traumatic 
issues people can be experiencing. 
Be it psychologically or emotionally, 
an on-going situation pre-prison or 
one caused by prison, being in prison 
can — in a lot of cases — exacerbate the 
negativity. 


So why should animal rights prisoners 
be different in ANY way? Is it because 
we are perceived as strong and stoical 
individuals or because, over time, 
prison truly hasn’t been a problem for 
animal rights prisoners? 

Just consider how “easy” would it have 
been for Mel, spending months and 
months in a ‘unit’, when on remand, 
with so many restrictions placed upon 
him?. Consider how “easy” Dave 
Blenkinsop had it, when being moved 
from prison to prison to face further 
charges, then ‘forgotten’ about when 
serving a large part of his ten year 
sentence on a remand wing, seeing 
people go home every week. It must 
also be considered how “EASY?” it is for 
the loved ones/ family/close friends of 
animal rights prisoners, who serve the 
sentence with the prisoner. 


The most difficult aspect of my 
sentence is NOT the barbed wire, the 
wall, the fences, the jangling of keys, 
being locked in a cell every night, etc. 
— it’s being away from my beautiful 
soulmate, Jo, and my wonderful and 
amazing friends. So NO, | can truly say, 
prison life — although not unbelievably 
and unbearably difficult — is NOT easy 
and not all of us CAN do it “standing 

on our head”. After all, we are ALL 
different and have different situations to 
deal with. 


RANT OVER! HA HA! Thanks for 
reading. Take care, all of you. 

Big hugs and lots of love, 

Kerry xx 
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Hi, 

Thanks as always to all of you out 
there who continue to support animal 
rights prisoners. | have been in prison 
now for over 2% years and the support 
has been overwhelming. My post is 
usually waiting for me on my bed when 
| get back from work at about 4.45pm. 
The feeling | get when | see all those 
letters hasn’t changed since day one. 
You are all wonderful. You keep my 
spirits up and keep me well stocked 
with stamps, money, blank cards and 
books. Thank you so much. VPSG 
continue to do a great job sorting out 
our vegan food and toiletries. Many 
thanks to you all. 


| have started a job in the gardens 

now at long last and all thanks to my 
wonderful solicitors. | am so happy 
working in the organic vegetable 
gardens and the glasshouses. It’s like 
being in a different world when I’m in 
the gardens and | can almost forget | 
am in prison at times. When I’m digging 
outside a little robin follows me around 
singing away so beautifully. 


| read a book by Chris Packham where 
he said that robins venture closer 

to humans in Britain than they do 
anywhere else in Europe! The gardens 
are very wildlife friendly and many 
plants are grown specifically to provide 
food for the wild birds and other wild 
animals. 


I’ve been spending a lot of time with 
the goats in the sanctuary. They are 


‘Heather Nicholson’s letter 24.10.09 


two little pygmy goats called Star and 
Freckles. | asked if | could go in the 
paddock with them and was warned 
that they might butt me ! | wouldn't 
have minded if they had of course, 

but they didn’t. | sat down with them 
and gave them a little scratch on their 
necks and a back massage! They 
loved it and I’m quite sure they see me 
as their big servant coming in to wait 
on them hand and foot! That’s fine by 
me. I’m hoping to get a full time job in 
the sanctuary soon. If | can make those 
animals’ lives as good as they can be it 
will feel worthwhile being here. 


| have finished my Diploma in 
Animal Health and will be starting 
one in Animal Care soon. After that 

| will hopefully be studying Equine 
Psychology. It’s like being at my own 
personal University. 


Mel Broughton’s letter 21.10.09 


Dear All, 


started on 
my Open University course and 

have also undertaken an A-level in 
Critical Thinking. One of the important 
elements when you're in high security 
facilities like Frankland is making sure 
you keep your mind active. These 

are very sterile environments where 
virtually no other interlopers from 

the natural world are encountered, 
but sometimes at night | can hear 


migrating birds call as they pass over. 
It’s a nice reminder that in the real 
world these creatures have no time for 
the obsessive rules of men. 


At the time of writing | continue to 
await news of my appeal date. The 
wheels of justice do turn incredibly 
slowly and patience is a virtue you 

get plenty of practice at. | would like 

to thank everyone who continues to 
write to me. It really doesn’t matter how 
mundane the news, it’s just knowing 
that someone you may never have met 
has connected with your situation and 
has taken the time to write to you. 


There really isn’t much that | can say 
about my day to day life here that 
wouldn't bore the pants off the most 


Thanks to all of you who have 
sponsored us for the SAY appeal for 
Greek Animal Rescue - Vesna (GAR) 
sent me some recent photos of Pluto. 
Just a few months ago he was little 
more than a skeleton covered in cuts 
and sores with sadness and despair 
written all over his face. Now he is 

the picture of happiness and health. 

All thanks to Vesna and others who 
work so hard but also to YOU. It’s 

your sponsorship money that enabled 
them to bring him back to health from 
the brink of death. | just can’t put into 
words how grateful | am and how 
happy those pictures of Pluto made 
me. | know you'll all understand. Greek 
dogs are always looking for homes and 
also if you can offer a home or spread 
the news about dogs on death row in 
pounds in the U.K. please look at www. 
dogwatchuk.org 


My utmost love and respect to all of 
you still helping animals in need. 
Lots of Love, 

Heather xxx 


“If you summon your courage to 
challenge something, you'll never 
be left with regret. How sad it is 

to spend your life wishing, ‘If only 
I'd had a little more courage.’ 
Whatever the outcome may be, the 
important thing is to step forward 
on the path you believe is right.” 


Daisaku Ikeda. 


indulgent listener. | endeavour to make 
the most of my time by reading and 
learning as much as | can. | continue 
to feel as | have always felt. No 

matter how negative an experience 

or situation may be there is always an 
opportunity to develop yourself. 

It’s good to hear that ordinary people 
continue to speak out and demonstrate 
on behalf of the voiceless. At a 

time when protest of any nature is 
increasingly demonised and legislated 
against it becomes more crucial than 
ever to speak out. For abused and 
exploited animals those voices are, 
more often than not, all they have. 


My thoughts and best wishes are with 
you all. 
Mel 
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Dan Amos’ 


letter 30.10.09 


Dear Friends, 


| hope that you are all 
keeping well, | know that | 
have been since my return 
from HMP Ford, which was 
an altogether dreadful place! 
It's an easy life here at Guys 
Marsh, where | have a single 
cell, an ensuite shower and 
access to the gym 7 times 

a week; to say that | am 
pleased to be back would 

be a major understatement! 

| think some thanks are 

in order to the police, for 
arranging my swift return to 
this holiday camp that is HMP 
Guys Marsh. 


Life plods along here slowly 
but surely with nothing much 
happening, though | am now 
the wing gardener, which 
means | can go to the gym 

a lot more, but it’s quite a lot 
of work as my predecessor 
seems to have had even less 
experience of gardening than 
| and had clearly never heard 
of weeding. 


Thanks to the hard work of 
the VPSG | can now order 
direct from Holland & Barrett 
and Honesty; it makes a huge 
difference, and makes prison 
even easier if that is possible! 


Respect Dan. 


Dear Chums, 


Thanks for your letters. I’m useless at 
responding but they are appreciated. 

I’ve been doing loads of running recently, (well 
| can’t let an old fogey like Gregg beat me, 
can |?), I’m on the enhanced wing which has 
a path around the garden that is my personal 
running track. I’ve actually decided to run a 
sponsored marathon for the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society in the New Year. | need 
help though, to collect sponsors and raise 
money and to publicise the run, so if you want 
to help, get in touch! That’s all for now. 


Love Dan x 


a eee ene ee nn Te etlagen rere ns keris too 


| want to support ARPS & enclose a donation of: £.............cccceeeeeeeee ees 


[| | would like to subscribe to the quarterly newsletter. 
ei cin i aah nasiies tiara Weiak aa sauna pent saad ace aia unless aaa 
PUNO BS ik tik vies (Wa iteed cote eet jae ee th BOB. «00 Ra read yee eel tee 


Please make cheques/PO payable to ARPS. 

Complete and enclose this form with your donation and send to: 
ARPS (Animal Rights Prisoner Support) 

PO Box 2174, LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX, SS9 0AZ 


Join ARPS by Standing Order 

CNET N Sene ns ccis apache cack. VE in iialy ote shia dr bilitis.c oniiarenccnn nuns cakvepinie toe ctaettnes 
| a ee a> Ce vee et merc Se 
SIT aoe IIS Sid's incase svcakaavss «oncocswonsineanduncdeolitae ean Aes a 
Se NN TOE PRTC iSo ss Air te A a cacices van ved tecdien D PE 


POORER PONTOON stick. SITY SE Rah ccc RIE. 
Please pay the sum of ................ pounds on the ............ day of every 
month to the credit of ARPS starting on (dd/mm/yy) ........ fsxtite hires 


RMI oc dicn tore socnbitns aah iniepaspmeracn se Date : ........ Pee. | etek 
Please do not send this form to your bank. Please return this form to: 


ARPS (Animal Rights Prisoner Support) 
PO Box 2174, LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX, SS9 0AZ 


For ARPS use only 

ARPS ACCOUNT DETAILS 

SOMOS Ficte avicscds... = ir eGes Toki ash hee 

PLCOUR MUMNDOE sti OS EAD cranes tt eee 

Py EC TACT = odatnssy oveceans <xnuseil caniabian Veivins slapigus snuiangh aghow 
BRGGPIOMG: ; s.snatinn duc epee &. S RORA... alin ees Ubiven- ase 
An adie A mT hee Rs) i), Ser he Awe Als Bop 


| Dan Wadham’'s letter 16.11.09 : 
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A note from Sean (15.10.09) 


Dear friends, 


Well thanks to Lord Justice 
Hooper on September 
17th at the court of appeal 
| made it out of the prison 
system, not without time. 


The final nail that was 
hammered into the 
prosecution’s ‘argument’ 
was when they could 

not name anybody that 

| was supposed to have 
conspired with, so my 
conviction was quashed 
there and then, at that 
point | was in disbelief so | 
bugged the screw who was 
sat next to me for absolute 
confirmation, he did a good 
job too there and then but 
of course my mind was 

still fixed on returning to 
the horrible shithole HMP 
Brixton so | saved the 
elation until | heard it from 
my barrister. 


| got out of the court 
building after all the 
formalities of being 
released were complete, 
free train ticket in my 
grubby hand, left two bin 
bags of belongings behind 
- at the court and asked 
them to be trashed, duvet, 
magazines etc. | didn't 
want to bring the stench of 
prison home with me, fuck 
that. 


After thanking the legal 
team (Bindmans Ilp) it was 
straight to the pub across 
the road from the courts 
with a friend for a swift half 
before jumping into a taxi 
to Paddington station and 
the long ride back to where 
| belong. 


The train couldn’t go fast 
enough for me. Once again 
listening to the incessant 
chat on mobile phones, 
stupid ring tones and 
people having conversation 
with people who weren't 


on the train .. the usual 
impersonal bollocks that 
is the “technological age” 
crap. 


Ghostly Conspiracies 


| did often ponder in those 
small hours in my various 
cells in various prisons who 
| may have conspired with, 
Jesus? the holy ghost? 
Superman? all the mythical 
and religious figures came 
to mind, | settled on Jesus, 
we must have done a good 
job “together” to be in this 
predicament. 


Myself and my now 
released co-conspirator 
just got on with the 
sometimes dreary prison 
industrial estate existence 
but had plenty, and | mean 
plenty of laughs along the 
way with fellow inmates. | 
was never alone inside, not 
for a moment, someone 
was looking after me from 
day one right until the bitter 
end, for which I’m eternally 
grateful. 


Lessons Learnt 


Allin all | had seventeen 
padmates, yes seventeen 
over the sixteen months 
of my stay at HMP! These 
lads ranged from a manic 
schizophrenic Rastafarian 
who showed me the ropes 
early on to young ‘uns with 
attention deficit disorders 
to lads on suicide watch (| 
wasn’t allowed a razor in 
the cell!) even a vegetarian 
who later went vegan for 
four and a half months 
whilst we were sharing a 
cell. 


Another lad | met also 
took the vegan option 
after some enlightening 
conversations. 


Prison is a dirty nasty 
ghetto which creates a 


mad atmosphere 
where everyone 
alleviates the 
boredom by taking 
the piss out of each 
other, playfighting, 
gambling, ‘wheelin 
and dealin’ in 
whatever you can get 
your hands on etc, 
it’s like a huge social 
club where when you 
just let go and don’t 
get easily offended 
and accept others the 
time really does fly by. 


This attitude helped 
me where it came to 
missing my loved ones. 
Some good friends were 
made along the way that I'll 
never forget. 


Two things | did nurture 
and develop in prison were 
tolerance and patience 
which | know will be with 
me for the rest of my days. 
You have to tolerate so 
many kinds of different 
people, their attitudes 

and ways, and you have 
to be so patient knowing 
that you’re in for a while 
plus the system is so 
deliberately slow in there. 


The slightest ‘request’ 
takes days, weeks, 
sometimes months! So 

| didn’t ask for much 

at all unless it was an 
emergency which usually 
constituted a lack of toilet 
roll in the middle of the 
night! 


Vegan Prisoner Support 


To be a vegan in prison is 
tough at first but the place 
to be if you want to lose 
weight (I lost 1 % stones) 
some prisons being well 
versed in vegan catering 
others obviously had a lack 
of vegan guests so had 
limited knowledge. 


This situation is where the 
Vegan Prisoners Support 
Group really kicks in and 
helps educate the kitchen 


staff and governors as 

to what are the essential 

components of the vegan 
diet and do everything in 

their power to make sure 
you get what you need. 


Here the VPSG truly are a 
mighty force backing you 
all the way, helping out 
whenever any difficulty 
arises regarding vegan 
issues. As well as the 
support from the VPSG 
there is of course The 
Vegan Society who also 
play an important role 
looking after your wellbeing 
whilst inside. 


The Vegan Society would 
regularly send VEG 1 
multivitamins which I'd pick 
up from reception where 
there would usually be a 
stand off between different 
screws on whether | was 
allowed them or not! Never 
the less | always came 
away with these ‘boosters’ 
and always had a good 
stash of them in my cell. 


There’s so many people 
with heavy colds or flu 
in prison it’s hard for the 
average person to avoid 
falling ill, these ailments 
are like a constant 
pandemic on the inside, 
thankfully | avoided being 
constantly ill and put 
that down to my VEG 1 
supplement! 


In the early days before 


| started to receive the 
supplement | did have one 
heavy dose of killer flu 
which lasted about a month 
and contracted a couple 

of sties around the eyes 
which are usually related 

to being run down which 
stood to good reason given 
my predicament. 


When | arrived in HMP 
Stafford there were a 
couple of vegans | made 
contact with (fake ones at 
that, they were only after 
the weekly vegan pack that 
could be exchanged for 
tobacco etc). 


| received my first ‘vegan 
pack’ almost straight away 
and was horrified to see 
that included was only five 
small Alpro soya milks for 
the entire week! This is 
how it always had been in 
Stafford | learnt. 


Seeing my health was on 
the line and that of any 
other real vegans in the 
prison | passed a message 
on to the VPSG who 
immediately took action 
and informed the prison 
that the recommended 
weekly amount is fourteen 
small Alpro soya milks. 


The following week every 
pack had fourteen soya 
milks included, even the 
fake vegans couldn't 
believe their luck! That’s 
how it stayed in Stafford 
and still to this day (I 
imagine!!) ..the VPSG had 
changed things for the 
better. 

The Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group 
also played a great part in 
ensuring that my stay at 
HMP was as comfortable 
as possible, enough said. 
They deserve a medal too! 


It’s raining letters, cards, 
postcards and love! 


Receiving visits was 
always the best and | had 
plenty of them throughout. 


All of my co-defendants 
from the conspiracy trial 
regularly visited, plus other 
faces from the Animal 
Liberation Movement and 
of course from my family 
which | cherished. | always 
held my head up high and 
buzzed for days on end 
after these visits. Visits in 
prison are the business no 
doubt about it and play a 
great part in a prisoners’ 
mental wellbeing. 


The amount of 
correspondence | received 
in the three nicks | spent 
time at was phenomenal, 
uplifting and essential! 
Some screws hated it as 
they delivered letter after 
letter under the cell door 
virtually on a daily basis. 
Poor bastards (not!). 


“You're very popular for a 
“convicted” criminal Kirtley” 
one sneered (little did he 
know where I'd be sitting 
now!) others just took the 
piss. The screws took the 
piss a bit then again so did 
we which evened things 
out. 


So | spent virtually all of 
my free time replying to 
every letter that | received. 
Luckily all my cell mates 
were happy that | could 
chat shit and write at the 
same time bless’ em! 
Thank you from the heart 
to everyone who wrote and 
even to those who thought 
about writing (but didn’t 
have the minerals — you 
know who you are! haha). 


My personal account 
was always full of cash 
too thanks to constant 
generous donations from 
supporters. 


| can just say the support 
from ‘the outside’ was 
incredible, so please, 
please pick up a pen and 
paper today and continue 
to support our comrades 
that are still ‘behind enemy 
lines’. You don’t know 


what a letter means until 
you've been in the prison 
environment, each letter 
gives that momentary 
burst of elation just when 
it's needed and that’s 
exactly what we want our 
incarcerated brothers and 
sisters to feel every day. 


Our non-human family 
behind enemy lines 


Every few days in prison 
I’d sit silent in my cell 

and connect with those 
holed up inside the cells 
of laboratories, those 
imprisoned on factory 
farms, in Zoos, circuses, 
fish farms, fur farms, you 
know the score. I’d look 
around me, see all my 
provisions, the colour tv in 
the corner, the food in the 
cupboard, my bunk with 
it's blankets, see my cell 
mate doing whatever and 
it just didn’t compare in the 
slightest to the hell that our 
non-human family suffer. 


The ever present image 
and a haunting feeling 

of the nazi concentration 
camps was always present 
in my mind in regards to 
mass non-human animal 
incarceration and torture, 
which was a far cry from 
the situation | was in. 


So at any point where | 

felt myself even beginning 
to feel sorry about my 
circumstances I’d knock it 
on the head and just say to 
myself “get fucking real”. 


That never really stopped 
the occasional real tear 
from falling usually late at 
night when | was alone 
when | did contemplate 
‘the non-human prisons’ 
and the torture of existence 
within these hell holes. 


Human prison just doesn’t 
even begin to compare... 


Back on ‘the out’ 


So | hoped | may have 
helped in some little way in 
explaining how | personally 
viewed prison and indeed 
how | learnt to cope day by 
day. 


Since being out in the 
larger world again I’ve 
been spending loads 

of time with my partner, 
family, canine friend and 
human friends. Eating so 
much real vegan food it’s 
stupid. I’m going through 
about a loaf of wholegrain 
bread a day! and of course 
drinking my fair share of 
my fave beverage .. water 
(ok ok Special Brew! but 
not half as much as | 
consumed before the trial 
— that was just pre-trial 
nerves!) 


There won’t be any compo 
coming my way as ‘fresh 
evidence’ wasn’t used to 
overturn my conviction 

so their purses remain 
stitched shut, no real 
surprise there. It rests in 
the hands of the court of 
appeal right now as to 
whether or not | can claim 
my pre-trial expenses 
back. 


The campaign against 
Sequani vivisection labs 
continues to grow and 

get stronger, in fact the 
authorities have made it 
so much stronger it seems 
by banging me up! New 
faces are now joining the 
campaign against animal 
torture on the Bromyard 
road in Ledbury. Things are 
looking up. 


Thank you for your time in 
reading this and for your 
support, sincerely. 


Love, Solidarity, Anarchy 
and Total Liberation! 


Sean Kirtley 
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Letter from an ex-prisoner 


_ Dear Everybody, 

am writing this letter to keep 

ou all updated on how | am 

oing since my release from Glen 
arva Young Offender’s Institute 
n June. 

verything is back on track and | 
ave started college again doing 
rt and design, keeping busy with 
oursework and out of trouble’s 


way! Luckily, | can (and will continue to) attend A.R. 
demo’s and fight against the great injustices of abuse 
towards animals. 

My 1 year sentence expires in just over two weeks time, 
so | would like to thank everyone for their support both 
on the inside and help once | got out. Prison, for me, was 
an extremely positive experience and gave that much 
needed time to study, as well as giving a glimpse of the 
worst the state can throw at you. 


Interview with an ex-prisoner 


In the heyday of the Live Export 
campaigns, many people were 
wrongly accused of criminal acts 
and remanded in prison - mainly as 
a tactic to try and end the successful 
campaign against the export of 

live animals. Here, we speak to 

one person whose involvement in 
campaigning led to serious charges. 


So... How did you end up in 
prison? 

To cut a long story short, I’d gone 

to Dover as a (vegan) student 
journalist to cover the export of veal 
calves to Europe as my final year 
project. At some point | decided that 
the best way | could help to end 

the suffering of those poor animals 
(both sheep and calves) was not 

to further publicize their plight, but 

to become actively involved. It was 
one of those campaigns which had 
gained momentum on all levels and 
it seemed that the mass media/public 
pressure and unending direct action 
could actually put an end to this 
disgusting segment of animal abuse. 
After taking part in lock ons, road and 
lairage blockades, port blockades, 
ship blockades, etc....1 ended up 
being wrongly accused of being part 
of an arson campaign against the live 
export industry. 

Stressing the wrongly accused...| 
was eventually found not guilty of 
six charges involving manufacturing 
incendiaries/explosives and had a 
hung jury for a seventh charge of 
attempted arson which the CPS 
decided not to recharge me with; so 
my prison time was limited to around 
six or seven months on remand. 

A point of note — if I’d been found 
guilty of the charges against me, 

I’d have received around 5 years 

in prison; roughly the same as that 


given to Sean Kirtley who was 
(wrongfully) found guilty of organizing 
legal demonstrations against animal 
experimenters Sequani! 


As an innocent person, how was 
your short prison time? 
Interesting! | was in Canterbury 
prison — the previous governor had 
been a vegetarian and his wife was 
a live export campaigner! He’d 
introduced a relaxed attitude so 
prison life was bearable on a social 
level, but we were still locked up for 
many hours per day. Luckily the 
Vegan Prisoner Supporters Group 


Always, for the animals. Luke 


were there for smuggling drugs. If 
you take these out of the picture, of 
the remaining prisoners at least a 
third were there due more to mental 
health problems than to being actual 
‘criminals’. The number of people 
who should have been in the care 
system rather than the judicial 
system was incredible...and also 
very sad. 

As | had computer qualifications, 

| was allowed to run one of the 
‘computer education’ courses, though 
as a prisoner | wasn’t allowed to 
apply for the paid vacancy which | 
was doing! It allowed me to pass 
on basic computer skills to the 

other inmates and class discussion 
was always about animal rights 
philosophy and activism. 


_ Of course the police/state played 


illy games, trying to feed me meat 


F, sausages initially, mixing up my court 


was around, so getting a vegan 
diet and respectful treatment was 
possible (though had to be hard 
fought for by them) and after | think 
about four weeks, things were fully 
sorted from a vegan perspective. 
From the day | arrived in prison until 
the day | left, | was inundated with 
letters and visits — being on remand 
| was allowed many visits and there 
was never a visiting slot which 

was vacant, the solidarity in the 
movement was brilliant. 


Memories of prison life? 

From a vegan point of view, the 
incredible support. From a social 
point of view, | was in Canterbury 
prison so the majority of inmates 


_ dates so | would be transported 


around in a cell van all day for no 


_ other reason than to ‘discomfort’ me, 
- etc..etc, but in comparison to the 


support and compassion | received 
from the AR movement, their games 
were never more than a minor 
inconvenience. 


Regrets...do you have a few? 
Back then...yeah — | regretted the 
fact we’d only decimated the live 
export industry, taken it down to 
around five percent of what it had 
been, not completely destroyed it. 
It’s still never recovered from there. 
If | were a prisoner now, I’d be 
buoyed by the resurgence in the 
local group activities, the strength, 
determination and solidarity shown 
among the ‘younger’ or ‘newer’ 
members of the AR movement and 
the growing success of veganism in 
the broader community. 


" 


International prisoners updated 03.12.2009) 


Nathan Block #36359-086 


irthday: 6th March 

Cl Lompoc, Federal 
orrectional Institution, 
600 Guard Road, 
ompoc, CA 93436, USA 


solidaritywithsadieandexile@gmail.com 


Joyanna Zacher 

' #36360-086 

Birthday: 25th January 

FCI Dublin, Federal Cor- 
rectional Institution, 5701 8th 
Street - Camp Parks - Unit F, 
Dublin CA 94568, USA 
Sentenced 7 years and 8 


months. 
Email support: solidaritywithsadieandexile@ 
gmail.com 


Lauren Gazzola 
_ 93497-011 
Birthday: 1st May 
FCI Danbury 
Route #37, 33 1/2 
Pembroke Road, 
Danbury, CT 06811 
USA. 


(One of the US SHAC 7) 
www.supportlauren.com 


=. Kevin Kjonaas 
93502-011 

Birthday: 31st October 
FCI Sandstone, P.O. 
Box 1000, Sandstone 


http://www.shac7.com/ 
kevin/index.htm 


Marie Jeanette Mason, 
#04672-061 
Birthday: 26th Jan 
FCI Waseca, Federal 
Correctional Institution, 
PO Box 1731, Waseca, 
MN 56093, USA. 

~ Marie was sentenced on 

5th February 2009 to an 

outrageous 21 years and 10 months imprison- 
ment for ELF/ALF actions. 
http://freemarie.org/ and http://supportmarie- 


mason.org 


___ Jonathan Paul 
_#07167-085 
irthday: 31st January 
Cl Phoenix, Federal 
orrectional Institution, 
7910 N 45th Ave 
hoenix, AZ 85086, USA. 
entenced to 51 months 
mprisonment for his part 
n two arsons and his role 
in an ELF/ALF conspiracy. 
www.supportjonathan.org 


Daniel McGowan, 


enitentiary, P.O. Box 
000, Marion, IL 62959, 


entenced to seven years 
mprisonment for his part 


in two arsons and his role 
in an ELF/ALF conspiracy. 
www.supportdaniel.org 


Eric McDavid 
16209-097 

Birthday: 7th October 
FCI Victorville, Medium 
ll, Federal Correctional 
Institution, PO Box 
5300, Adelanto, CA 
92301, USA. 

Eric was sentenced 


to just under 20 years 
imprisonement for conspiring to think about 
actions! (Part of an FBI sting operation) 
www.supporteric.org 


Briana Waters 
#36432-086 
Birthday: unknown 
FCI Danbury 
Federal Correctional 
Institution Route 37, 
Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA 
Briana is serving a 

six year sentence for 
allegedly acting as a look-out during an ELF 
arson. There was no evidence to support the 
case against Briana other than the words of 
two police informants who lied to the police to 
try and get a lighter sentence. 
www.supportbriana.org/ 


Kevin Olliff, #1300931 

Birthday: 27th March 

TTCF 161 D-Pod, 450 

Bauchet Street, Los Angeles, 

CA 90012, USA 

Arrested on conspiracy 

charges, Kevin is requesting 

pictures of the outside along 
with letters, for not having a 

window has left him with a complete lack of 

visual stimulation. 

www.supportkevin.org 


Alex Hall, #2009-06304 


00 West State St., 
armington, UT 84025, 
SA 
waiting trial for alleged 
ink liberation acts. 

f you would like to send 
donations or want more information, please 
email bjandalexsupport@gmail.com. If you 
are sending letters please do not mention the 
case. All mail must have your first and last 
name, be on clean white lined paper, in blue 
or black ink, and must contain nothing lewd. 
If you would like to send pictures please don’t 
send any that are larger than 5” X 7”. 


William James Viehl, 
#2009-05735 

Birthday: 19th May 

Davis County Jail, 800 
West State St., Farmington, 
UT 84025, USA 

Awaiting trial for alleged 

~ mink liberation acts. 

If you would like to send 
donations or want more information, please 
email bjandalexsupport@gmail.com. If you 
are sending letters please do not mention the 
case. All mail must have your first and last 
name, be on clean white lined paper, in blue 
or black ink, and must contain nothing lewd. 
If you would like to send pictures please don’t 
send any that are larger than 5” X 7”. 


Unfortunately, it has been reported that a 
woman was caught during a mink liberation 
in south Holland, near the German border. 
She has been remanded, only the address 
is known at the moment. Please write letters 
to her. These can be sent to the following 
address, where they will be forwarded onto her 
at the prison: 

die tierbefreier e.V., Postfach 111303, 

D - 20413 Hamburg, Germany 

There is also an e-mail address been set 

up where emails can be sent to,they’ll be 
printed out and sent onto her: holland@die- 
tierbefreier.de More news soon... 

Update: 17/11/09 - Another Dutch woman 
activist has been remanded for alleged mink 
liberation, more details soon. 


Carrie Feldman and Scott DeMuth were 
subpoenaed to a federal grand jury 
investigating animal rights vandalism from 
2004. They have both refused to cooperate 
with the grand jury, and are in jail. Carrie is 
being held on civil contempt of court. As of 
November 19, Scott’s civil contempt has been 
dropped and, instead, he has been indicted 
for conspiracy under the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act. Please write; they would both 
appreciate letters. 

Carolyn Feldman, Washington County Jail, 
2185 Lexington Blvd., P.O. Box 6, Washington, 
lowa 52353 USA 


Muscatine County Jail Inmate, c/o “Scott 
DeMuth”, 400 Wainut Street ' 
Muscatine, lowa 52761, USA 


Letters of support can also be e-mailed to: 
davenportgrandjury@riseup.net. The letters 
will be printed and delivered to Carrie and 
Scott. 
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Sanjiv Kaur 


Sanjiv Kaur 
was an 
amazingly 
strong, 
brave, 
intelligent 
and kind 
individual 
who 
constantly 
challenged the way our society 
treats animals and other 
vulnerable groups. A friend at 
university influenced her to go 
vegan, start sabbing and going 
to demos back in the mid 1990’s. 
Since then she worked at a 
spaying and neutering clinic, a 
sanctuary in Hastings, helped 
foster and home dogs and gave 
sanctuary to 10 rescued rats and 
7 mice who lived very happily 
and freely in her bathroom. She 
went to many demos, had her 
home raided, got up to much 
mischief that many animals 

are no doubt grateful for and 
generally lived a pretty eventful 
life! Her activities were by no 
means limited to animal protection 
either, she later worked for a 
women’s aid organization and 
towards the end of her life 

had developed a passion for 
education. She had recently 
been successful in completing 
her teacher training before she 
sadly died in September of this 
year while doing what she loved — 
traveling (she was trekking in the 
Himalayas), in a place that she 
loved — India. She will be greatly 
missed. 


Jill Phipps 


On 
Wednesday 
1 February 
95, 31 year 
old protester 
Jill Phipps 
was crushed 
to death 
under the wheels of an export 
truck carrying baby veal calves 
into Coventry Airport. Despite 

the fact that nearly 100 officers 
were on duty that day, 10 of 

the 33 protesters present had 
broken through police lines and 


attempted to bring the lorry to a 
halt by sitting on the road and 
attempting to chain themselves 
to it. 


Jill and the others mistakenly 
assumed that police officers and 
the lorry driver(Stephen Yates) 
would respect human life a little 
more than animals. They were 
wrong. Police on duty allowed the 
export lorry to continue making 
progress despite the clear safety 
problems. The vehicle was 

only halted by police once Jill 
had been crushed beneath the 
wheels. 


A protester at the scene 
commented “Jill died after police 
waved on the lorry carrying 

the calves despite the fact that 
protesters were still occupying 
the road the lorry was to go 
down. Despite their public claims 
to the contrary, Warwickshire 
police were so keen to protect 
the business of this filthy firm 
that they had made little effort 

to ensure the way was clear. 
Assuming the road to be clear 
after the police had signalled 
him to move on, the truck driver 
moved off at speed, knocking Jill 
down and crushing her under his 
wheels. 


The Crown Prosecution Service 
decided there was not enough 
evidence to charge Stephen Yates 
with Causing death by dangerous 
driving. 

www. jillphipps.org.uk 


Neil Lea 


Neil was 
born with 
spina 
biffida, and 
suffered 
ill-health all 
his life as 
his spine 
had interfered with his internal 
organs, leading to further serious 
health problems, including the 
kidney failure which caused him to 
need dialysis. 


Despite all this, for many years he 


was one of the most active animal 
rights campaigners the movement 
has ever seen. His energy and 
dedication were an inspiration 

to many. Through RealFood 

and Vegan Buddies there are 
hundreds, maybe thousands more 
vegans in the world. With ARC 
(Animal Rights Coalition) and 
ARCNews he has been a major 
influence in the coordination and 
organisation of the movement. 

He was one of the founders and 
inspirers of the successful SNGP 
campaign, as well as helping to 
establish the concept of vegan 
free food fairs, now a common 
campaigning method around the 
world! 


We can’t possibly do justice to 
everything Neil accomplished, for 
further info and tributes to Neil 
see http://www.veggies.org.uk/ 
page.php?ref=1107 


Vicki 
Moore 


In 1987, 
after 
becoming 
aware 

of the 
shocking 
cruelty 
involved 
in 
Spanish Blood Fiestas, Vicki 
Moore and her husband Tony, 
formed Fight Against Animal 
Cruelty in Europe(FAACE) to 
expose the cruelty and campaign 
for the end of this animal torture. 
In June 1995, during her ninth 
year of investigating and exposing 
Blood Fiestas, Vicki Moore was 
near fatally gored by a bull named 
‘Argentino’, at the fiesta of San 
Juan, Coria, Spain. 


Tossed into the air ten times, Vicki 
lay bleeding to death on the street 
for a full five minutes before the 
bull was able to be forced away 
from her. She sustained horrific 
injuries, eleven serious horn 
wounds and multiple lesser ones. 


These injuries included a 
punctured and torn lung, the loss 
of a kidney, eight shattered ribs, 


a completely smashed foot, many 
internal injuries, one leg nearly 
severed, plus twelve inch rips 
over her body and limbs. 


Aseven hour operation in Coria 
saved Vicki's life. 


She remained in a coma and was 
on the critical list for nearly four 
weeks, at the regional hospital of 
San Pedro de Alcantara, Caceres. 


After returning to England, Vicki 
underwent a painful recovery with 
further major surgery. She was 
confined to a wheelchair for six 
months. 


Although being far from fit, Vicki 
returned to Spain in July 1996 to 
carry on her work. 


She underwent further operations 
and, despite being in constant 
pain, continued to campaign for 
the Animals until her death on the 
6th February 2000 


For more about Vicki Moore and 
FAACE, see http:://www.faace. 
co.uk/ 


Keivan 
Hickey 


Keivan was 
a charismatic 
firebrand, 
a natural 
comedian 
and an old 
style ranter. 
No one who 
ever met him, 
will ever forget him. 


From an early age Keivan had 
been passionate about fighting 
for justice and truth, he read 
about the Spanish Civil War and 
became inspired to take action 
himself. 


His activist career began in his 
home town of Coventry in the 
early 90’s where he became 
involved with several Anti-facist 
groups and was a very active 
member ... getting involved in 
many campaigns and actions ... 
including a trip to West Germany 
to an International Anti-facist 


camp. 


But it was when the deadly live 
export trade came to Coventry 
and Jill Phipps was killed under 
the wheels of a lorry carrying 
young calves that Keivan became 
involved in the world of Animal 
Rights and Animal Liberation. 


From the first day he threw 
himself into action wholeheartedly 
and became a regular at the 
demos and at the camp. Keivan 
had just got a job at Walkers 
crisps, but one day he came to 
the camp during his lunchtime and 
just never went back. 


Keivan rapidly became one of the 
family of Coventry Animal Alliance 
and became a committed animal 
rights activist. He went on to be 
involved in many campaigns 
including: live exports, anti-circus 
demos, hunt sabotage, Consort 
Beagles Campaign, Close 
Hillgrove Cat Farm campaign, 
Stop Huntingdon Life Sciences 
and Close Shamrock Monkey 
farm campaigns. 


In 2006 Keivan tragically died in 
a fire at his flat In Nottingham. 
Until the end he was still helping 
others. 


Keivan was a special person 
whose like is very rare. He was 
unruly, compassionate and always 
a good laugh. Whatever the 
situation, no matter how grim, he 
could always be counted on to 
keep people’s spirits up and when 
things weren't so bad ... to get the 
party started. 


Like a comet blazing across the 
sky ... Keivan burned brightly but 
for much too brief a moment. 


Barry Horne 


Barry Horne 
was a Caring, 
compassionate 
individual who 
campaigned 
for animals for 
many years. 
Although he 
campaigned in various ways, 
direct action and animal liberation 
were the methods he favoured. 
Barry was imprisoned for a 
campaign of ALF bomb attacks on 
targets involved in animal abuse. 
Whilst in prison during the late 
90°s he embarked on a series 

of hunger strikes in an effort to 
pressurise the government to 
honour their pre-election promises 
on animal experiments, including 
a Royal Commission into the 
fraudulent ‘science’ of vivisection. 
His hunger strikes created world 
wide publicity for the cause. 
Animal testing was headline 

news day after day for weeks 

on end. His third hunger strike 


pushed his body to the limits and 
he was very close to death. After 
68 days Barry ended his hunger 
strike believing that government 
ministers had again promised 
enough to satisfy his demands. 


Once again the government failed 
to keep their promises. The 3rd 
hunger strike caused irreversible 
damage and Barry never fully 
recovered. Barry died from liver 
failure in Worcester hospital on 
November 5th 2001. Hundreds of 
activists attended Barry’s funeral 
and carried his coffin through 

the streets of his own town 
Northampton. 


For more about Barry Horne see 
http://Awww.barryhorne.org/ 


Gari Allen 


The 
movement 
was shocked 
to learn of the 
unexpected 
and untimely 
death of Gari 
Allen who 
passed away 
on June 18 2006 after a short 
illness. 


Gari had been very active in 
the animal rights movement 
for over 25 years, involved at 
all levels, from street stalls to 
hunt sabotage; from protests to 
sanctuary work, and including 
a long career as a leading ALF 
activist. Indeed he appeared in 
many editions of the ALF SG 
magazine in the 80’s and 90’s 
when he served two prison 
sentences, including a 3 year 
sentence alongside his close 
friend Barry Horne, who died in 
prison following hunger strikes 
against vivisection. 


As a teenager when Gari first 
learned about factory farming he 
went vegan overnight and within 
a few weeks was out raiding 
battery farms and liberating 
hens.This was to be a lifetime of 
dedication and commitment. Gari 
was an anarchist at heart and 
always a great believer in taking 
direct action as a first resort. 

For many years he bravely took 
part in countless ALF actions 
from raiding factory farms and 
laboratories to acts of economic 
sabotage against the meat and 
fur trade. 


He was always a familiar face 

on demos and at meetings, he 

ran information stalls and spent 

a lot of time raising funds for 
sanctuaries. He also worked at 
various animal rescue centres 

and for the last ten years was very 
busy with feral cat rescue and 
neutering. Just a few days before 


his death Gari rescued an injured 
baby magpie. Basically he did 
whatever he felt he could not only 
for the animals but for people too, 
he was always going out of his 
way to help people. 


Gari’s death was yet another 
tragic blow for the Phipps family. 
His partner and soul mate of over 
20 years was Lesley Phipps, 
whose sister Jill was killed by a 
lorry carrying calves to Coventry 
Airport in 1995. Lesley and the 
rest of the Phipps family were left 
distraught by Gari’s death. 


He was a genuine rough diamond 
and very down to earth. With 

his cheeky sense of humour 

he always seemed to get away 
with saying exactly what he 
thought. His kind heart and 

his compassionate generous 
nature were an inspiration to 
many. He was a truly unique and 
special person who will never 

be forgotten, and will always be 
missed. 


Mike Hill 


Hunt 
Saboteur, 
Mike Hill, 
was killed 
on the 9th 
of February 
1991 ata 
meet of the 
Cheshire 
Beagles. 
Towards the end of the day’s 
hunting, with no kill under his 
belt, the huntsman boxed up his 
hounds in a small blue trailer 
being towed by an open-top pick- 
up truck. The kennel huntsman, 
Alan Summersgill, with another 
man, jumped into the pick-up and, 
on impulse, three sabs who were 
nearby, jumped onto the back of it 
to prevent them driving the pack 
to another location to continue 
hunting. 


Summersgill drove off at high 
speeds down winding country 
roads for 5 miles with the terrified 
sabs clinging onto the back. It is 
thought that Mike, jumped from 
the pick-up as it slowed to take a 
bend. He failed to clear the truck 
properly, and was caught between 
the truck and the trailer, which 
crushed him. Mike died where he 
lay on the road. 


Despite the thud, and the screams 
of the other sabs, Summersgill 
continued driving for a further 
mile. The truck only came to a halt 
when one of the sabs smashed 
the rear window of the cab. 


The sab was hit with a whip as 
he tried to stop the truck. Once 
it had stopped one sab ran back 
to Mike’s prone body while the 


other ran to a nearby house to call 
for an ambulance. Summersgill 
drove off. 


He later handed himself in at a 
police station. No charges were 
brought against him and ina 
travesty of justice, a verdict of 
‘Accidental Death’ was brought at 
the inquest. 


When the ban on hunting came 
in, Summersgill was still hunting 
hares. 


For more on the peaceful direct 
action taken by hunt sabs, see 
the HSA website : http://hsa. 
enviroweb.org/ 


Tom Worby 


On the 3rd 
of April 
1993, Tom 
Worby, a 
15 year old 
saboteur 
attending 
his first 
foxhunt 
protest, was crushed under the 
wheels of the Cambridgeshire Fox 
Hunt's hound van in an incident 
all too reminiscent of the killing of 
Mike Hill two years before. 
After a successful day’s sabbing, 
the hunt had boxed up and sabs 
were making their way back to 
the meet down a narrow lane. As 
the hound van came up behind 
them, revving its engine, sabs 
scrambled for the roadside; 
however Tom’s jacket became 
snagged in the vehicles wing 
mirror and he was dragged some 
distance before he managed 
to gain a foothold on the van’s 
running board. Although he 
banged on the window the van 
kept going, and when Tom finally 
lost his grip, he fell onto the road 
and under the truck’s wheels. His 
head was crushed by the rear 
wheels of the vehicle and he died 
shortly afterwards. No action was 
taken against the driver of the 
hound van, 53-year-old huntsman 
Alan Ball. 


For more on the peaceful direct 
action taken by hunt sabs, see 
the HSA website : http://hsa. 
enviroweb.org/ 


All obituaries courtesy of 
www. jillphipps.org.uk 
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Mike Williams Cartoons 


All work © Mike Williams 
www. mikewilliamscartoons.co.uk 


“Well, that’s the last of the Mohicans...there’s a ~ 


: ae s Me 
ee KAN Oe a 


little bit of Sioux left if anyone's interested.” 


RNLI Rescue 


“You’re not still hungry?” 


Sacred Sitting 


“T just love fast food.” 
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